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Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church

1187 C.R. 128 & U.S. Rt. 20                                  Church: 419-332-6820

Fremont, Ohio 43420                                         faithchurch@amplex.net    

Pastor Tim Miller

                                 www.faithfremont.org
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2020
Introduction
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

Prelude:                       Contemplation on HENDON
D. Janzer
Special Music:                      Sincerely Yours
Jadlynne Moyer
Welcome & Announcements:  Joys and Concerns

Opening Hymn:           Dearest Jesus, at Your Word
ELW 520
                                            (Please see next page)

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you. (you may honk your horns in response)
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*Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

C:  Amen.
P:  Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  Most merciful God,

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.

      We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

      by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

      We have not loved you with our whole heart;

      we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

      For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

      Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

      so that we may delight in your will

      and walk in your ways,

      to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P:  In the mercy of Almighty God, 
     Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
     and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. 

     As a baptized member of the church of Christ, 
     and by his authority,

     I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

     ☩ in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
C:  Amen.
*Prayer of The Day
P:  Let us pray.
C: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

R:  A reading from Ezekiel, the eighteenth chapter.

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading: 
Psalm 25:1-9
      1To you, O Lord,
  I lift up my soul.
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
 4Show me your ways, O Lord,
  and teach me your paths.
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
        salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
  for they are from everlasting.
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of
        your goodness, O Lord.
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.
 9You lead the lowly in justice
  and teach the lowly your way.
Second Reading: 
Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

R:  A reading from Philippians, the second chapter.

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.
*Gospel: 
Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon

Sermon 

Sermon Hymn:             Change My Heart, O God
ELW 801
(Please see next page)
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Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673





*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
    born of the virgin Mary,
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, died, and was buried;
    he descended to the dead.*
    On the third day he rose again;
    he ascended into heaven,
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession

P:  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

P:  In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.
P:  Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.
P:  Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.
P:  Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit, especially those we name at this time…(Pause for 10 seconds for individuals to be prayed for by name).  Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.
P:  Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.
P:  All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.
MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*Sharing of the Peace
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.
Offering
*Offering Prayer

P:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,

nourish us with this rich food and drink,

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C:  Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving

P:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you. (you may honk your horns in response)
P:  Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
     that we should at all times and in all places
     give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
     through Jesus Christ, ☩our Savior and Lord;

     who on this day overcame death and the grave,

     and by his glorious resurrection

     opened to all the way of everlasting life.
*Thanksgiving at the Table
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
      Remembering his death and resurrection,

      we now present to you from your creation this bread and wine.
      By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the body

      and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

      Grant that we who share these gifts
      may be filled with the Holy Spirit

      and live as Christ’s body in the world.

      Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,

      in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

      to you be honor, glory and praise, forever and ever.
C:  Amen.
*Lord's Prayer
P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
               on earth as it is in heaven.


  Give us this day our daily bread;
           and forgive us our trespasses,



     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil. 


  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,


forever and ever. Amen

*Invitation to Communion

P:  Friends of Jesus, 

Receive nourishment for your journey.

Distribution of Communion
*Post Communion Blessing
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

*Prayer After Communion
P:  We give you thanks, gracious God,

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,

the body and blood of Christ.

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,

into your beloved vineyard

to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,

guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ

and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*Blessing
P:  The God of steadfastness and encouragement

      grant you to live in harmony with one another,

      in accordance with Christ Jesus.

      The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

      so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

      The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C:  Amen.
Closing Hymn:                To Be Your Presence
ELW 546
(Please see next page)
*Dismissal
P:  Christ is with you.

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude:                         Voices Raised to You
C. Jennings
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB149127.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Song #1565, Change My Heart, O God, Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services. CCLI License #1176607. Song To Be Your Presence, Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. Permission gained thru One License #A-713224 for printing and streaming. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Thank you for this lovely fall day, Creator God. I praise you for this time of rest and worship.
NOTICE:  PLEASE MAKE SURE TO RETURN YOUR FORMS WITH YOUR EMERGENCY CONTACTS TO US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  Thank you.
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Congregational Meeting:  We will hold our congregational meeting to elect new church council members and vote on the budget for 2021 on Sunday, October 18th, following the worship service.
Altar Guild Chairperson:  Mary Lou Cooper has stepped down as our chairperson and we are currently seeking a replacement.  Thank you so much to Mary Lou for her many years of faithful service to this ministry.  You are appreciated.  If you would be interested in this position, or even sharing the position with another person, please call the church office at 419-332-6820.  Thank you.
Faith's Senior Choir program has begun rehearsals on Wednesdays in the church Sanctuary at 7:30-8:30 p.m. The choir leads in the hymn singing and performs an anthem each Sunday throughout October-May. 
If interested in joining us, please come to practice or call Darla Brown at 419-680-6717 with questions.
Dartball Season:  The start of the Dartball season has been postponed until January 4, 2021.
Praying Daily
For healing and hope:  Annie Avers, Joan Bolen, Dick Boyer, Bill Copley, Carroll Diekman, Mary Ann Diekman, Bob Fought, Della Humbarger, Mary Ann Keck, Denny Krumnow, Dean May, Judy Naugle, Bob Reed, Sandy Schneider,  Dorothy Swedersky, Janet Tressler, Carnetta Weber, Minnie Weber, Norma Willey. Jesse Brothers, Robert Kline, Pastor Juli Lejman-Guy, Terri Sattler, Diane Swartz, Linda Wagner, Gary Waltermire, Pastor Bob Young.
For the family & friends of:  Dick Boyer
For our Military:  Troy Halfhill, Daniel Linder, Joshua Mooney, Katie Olmstead, Tony Rozzi, Christopher Templeton, & Joshua Tooman.

For our Bishops:  Bishop Rev. Amon Kinyunyu, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and NWOS Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and Staff
For our partner congregation in Bumila, Tanzania

And it’s pastor:  Pastor Peter Magasi
Faith Activities For The Week of – Sept. 27 to Oct. 4
Sunday      
Sept. 27--------------9 a.m.

Drive-In Worship/Holy Communion

Monday 
Sept. 28---------------------
Tuesday 
Sept. 29---------------------
Wed. 
Sept. 30-----------6:30 p.m.
Bell Choir

7:30 p.m.
Senior Choir

Thurs.        


Oct. 1---------------- 
3 p.m.
ChristCare

Friday 
Oct. 2------------------------
Saturday    

Oct. 3--------------9:15 a.m.
ChristCare
Sunday       

Oct. 4------------------9 a.m.
Worship/Holy Communion           
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020: Attendance:  79; Offering $4,826.25
Noisy Offering,  Sept. 20, 2020:  $81.74
GOSPEL MESSAGE
September 27, 2020

17th Sunday after Pentecost
I Believe in You
Today’s gospel questions what it means to believe in something. Belief can be exhibited by actions or in words, but true belief is displayed when the two contradict each other. We may say we do not believe in monsters under our bed. However, if upon hearing a noise underneath us at night, we clutch the blanket a little tighter around us, do we still claim to not believe in monsters? Believing in something or someone does more than affect our mind. It influences our behavior. It informs our actions and changes our character.

Believing in Jesus is not a cognitive experience alone. If it were, we’d be like the second son who professes to do the will of the father, but doesn’t. Rather, our actions are the mirrors of our belief, reflecting our faith outward. This is why worship is structured to rehearse our patterns of behavior for the world. In worship, we gather to practice accountability, interdependence, passing the peace, and turning toward God. Our faith shapes us to live in the world according to God’s principles of justice, mercy, and kindness.

When we believe in something, we give authority to it, whether the belief is spoken or enacted. This is why the words “I believe in you” before a feat of courage are often so powerfully effective. Knowing that someone believes in you bestows authority and strength. It moves you from thought to action, making it possible to boldly live into whatever is believed of you.

God believes in you. This does not mean there is a divine being out there who merely believes that you exist. This is not a passive form of believing. God believes in you and gives you authority to live boldly as a disciple of Jesus. Just as Jesus’ authority came from God, so does your authority to do what you have been sent to do. “You can do it,” God encourages. “I believe in you!”
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