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Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1187 C.R. 128 & U.S. Rt. 20                             Church: 419-332-6820 

Fremont, Ohio 43420                                    faithchurch@amplex.net     

Pastor Tim Miller                 93.1 FM               www.faithfremont.org 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter May 9, 2021 

 

Introduction 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image 

of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for 

John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to 

capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the 

joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. 

The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This 

is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and 

enabled by the Spirit. 

 

Prelude:         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Ann Slowins 

 

Welcome & Announcements:  Joys and Concerns 

 

Opening Hymn:         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Christ is risen. Alleluia! 

C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

P:  We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 

you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 

all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.    

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his 

family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works 

inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that 

these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

R:  A reading from Acts, the tenth chapter. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 

heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 

were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 

even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 

baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 98 
       1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

        Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
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 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to 

        judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity. 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping 

God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military 

might but through love and faith. 

 

R:  A reading from 1 John, the fifth chapter. 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know 

that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory 

that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world 

but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 

with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 

the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel: John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples 

to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all 

his commands, that they love one another. 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

P:  [Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 

in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 

have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 

and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands 

so that you may love one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

Sermon Hymn:        What a Friend We Have in Jesus      ELW 742 

(Please see next page) 
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*Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 

A brief silence. 

P:  Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the 

bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian 

Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von 

Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for 

joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of 

land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with 

them in praise. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with 

undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and 

give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in 

peace. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be 

present with those who are sick or suffering, especially those we name 

at this time. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and 

point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own 

communities. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless 

mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss 

their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they 

cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. 

Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 

in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Solo:                             Happy the Home Franklin Ritter 

 

Offering 

 

*Offering Prayer 

P:  God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*Great Thanksgiving 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 

P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

      We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

      In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P:  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 

ascension, and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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*Lord's Prayer 

P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

               on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

P:  The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

Distribution of Communion 
 

*Post Communion Blessing 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

*Prayer After Communion 

P:  Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*Blessing 

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn:                 Abide, O Dearest Jesus ELW 539 
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*Dismissal 

P:  Christ is risen. Alleluia! 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude:            Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven John Barr  
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB149127. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL MOTHERS AND WOMEN! Welcome to 

worship, as we praise the God who calls forth love in all relationships. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given today in memory of our Mothers, by Gary and 

Mary Lou Cooper. 

 

WE WILL BE HAVING A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING on Sunday, 

May 16th, at 10 a.m. after the worship service.  The Church Council will 

be presenting the congregation with recommended improvement projects 

for the church. A vote is required. Please attend to hear about these 

exciting projects.  

 

ITEMS NO LONGER NEEDED FROM THE KITCHEN are on tables in the 

Gathering Room.  Please feel welcome to take any items you would like.  

They will be available thru Sunday, May 16th. 

 

BABY AND PERSONAL CARE KITS There are still hearts on the poster 

boards in the Narthex for the Baby Kit and Personal Care Kit projects that 

Fellowship & Service and the Christian Mission groups are collecting for.  

We are asking for all the items to be placed on the table by May 16th.  

Thank you so much to those who have donated to this worthy project. 

Noelle Leutenegger & Teri Hineline 

 

FOOD PANTRY The Bridge of Hope Food Pantry, inside of Hayes 

Memorial United Methodist Church, 1441 Fangboner Road, is open every 

Monday from 5 – 6:30 pm.  No income requirement, No ID required.  

Food, Diapers, and Hygiene Items are available.  Donations accepted and 

welcomed.  www.liftchurches.org/bridge-of-hope.html

http://www.liftchurches.org/bridge-of-hope.html
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GRADUATES:  Please let the church office know of any upcoming 

graduates. We’d like to keep them in our prayers and send them words of 

congratulations and encouragement. Office Number is 419-332-6820. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING Tuesday, May 11th -– 7 p.m. – 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

OUR NEXT ENDOWMENT MEETING will be, Thursday, May 13th, at 7 p.m. 

 

CONVERSATION AND PRAYER 

These two concepts seem to go together hand in hand. Isn’t conversation 

what prayer is all about, not simply talking to God, but also talking with 

Him in a back-and-forth chat session, allowing Him time to also speak to 

us? That’s what you are invited to do with a small group on Monday 

mornings, beginning May 3. We’ll gather at Frisch’s Big Boy at 8 am for 

breakfast, if you choose, conversation among ourselves and most 

importantly time in conversation with our amazing, loving Father. If you 

are unable to join us but have prayer requests, feel free to drop them off in 

the basket at the foot of the cross in the narthex and we’ll bring those 

requests and prayers of thanks to God. 

You are also invited to pray wherever you are for this group as we gather. 

Feel free to join us as you are able and please let Noelle know so we have 

enough spaces for our exciting prayer adventure. Questions? See Noelle 

Leutenegger (419-307-1063).

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

 

THOMAS NEILL, son of John & Judi Neill and grandson of Bill & 

Ruth Ann Seibert, is graduating from Fremont Ross.  He will be 

attending Owens Community College this fall in their John Deere 

Tech Program. 

 

RYAN RIDENER, son of Jim & Sara Ridener and grandson of Larry & 

Teri Hineline, will graduate from Oak Harbor High School on May 

23rd.  Ryan is in the top ten of his class and will be going to Owens 

Community College in the fall, then transferring to BGSU for a 

degree in Construction Management. 
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SUMMER MUSIC: Make a joyful noise to the Lord! Please consider sharing 

your gifts of worshipful song through vocal or instrumental music at our 

worship service. You may contact Darla Brown at 419-680-6717 or Parm 

Boyer at 419-307-1332 if an accompanist is needed or if you have any 

questions.  

 

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH – One in every 5 

Americans experiences a mental health challenge in any given year.  That 

means many people in our pews – and in the pulpit – either know someone 

with mental illness or live with it themselves.  The pandemic and world 

events have increased this challenge for many. 

As a mental health agency in Springfield, OH, affiliated with the ELCA 

and its synods in Ohio, Oesterlen knows the power of God’s renewing, 

healing, caring strength and support for all people who face mental health, 

emotional, and behavioral challenges.  We partner with you, and we know 

that congregations can be a source of great support, welcome, and 

encouragement.  At the same time, as communities of faith, we have work 

to do to break down stigma and provide understanding and acceptance. 

Oesterlen has provided us with a brochure on Mental Health Counseling 

with a phone number to call, stats and information and another one “31 

Prayers for 31 Days”. These are on the table in the Narthex for you to 

take. NAMI, National Alliance on Mental Illness, can provide a list of 

local resources and support groups at www.nami.org or 1-800-950-NAMI. 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline is 1-800-273-8255. 

 

ASSISTING TODAY: ASSISTING NEXT WEEK: 

Pastor:  Rev. Tim Miller Pastor:  Rev. Tim Miller 

Organist:  Parm Boyer Organist:  Parm Boyer 

Assisting:  Stan & Jadlynne Moyer Assisting:  Darla Brown 

Soloist:  Jadlynne Moyer Sr. Choir Dir.:  Darla Brown 

Lector:  Linda Woessner Lector:  Bill Fox 

Acolyte:  Kenna Tooman Acolyte:  Corbyn Root 

Altar:  Margie Roach, Altar:  Margie Roach, 

           & Linda Woessner            & Linda Woessner 

Counters:  Barb Kocsis* Counters:  Alexis Schneider* 

                  Randy Brown                   & Cheryl Durnwald 

http://www.nami.org/
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LOMO (LUTHERAN OUTDOOR MINISTRIES IN OHIO) SUMMER STAFF 

SHORTAGE:  WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

Friends and supporters of Camp, 

  

We need your help! As of today we still need:  

• 5 counselors for Camp Luther 

• 5 male counselors for LMC and Day Camps 

• 3 female counselors for LMC and Day Camps 

• Cooks and dishwashers for LMC  

   

We need to secure the additional staff for LMC by May 15 or we may be 

forced to eliminate some programs at LMC and Day Camps due to lack of 

staff. We will be able to run all weeks at Luther with current staff 

members, but it will be challenging. 

  

Do you know a young adult who can be a positive Christian role model? 

Your encouragement will make all the difference! Program staff members 

need to be 18 and older. Staff members will develop invaluable future 

career skills, make friends who last a lifetime and make an impact on 

campers’ lives! 

  

The LOMO Board of Directors has added an incentive:   

• All temporary summer staff members who work the entire summer 

will receive a $500 bonus 

  

We need to move fast, because additional staff members need to be 

recruited prior to May 15th so we are not forced to cancel programs. 

Please tell your friends, coworkers and church community that their 

assistance is needed to carry out this crucial camping ministry. 

 

Apply at lomocamps.org/employment. 

  

Thank you, 

Penny Christensen       Jenny Frantz, Deacon         Pastor Aly Mazzei 

Executive Director         Associate Director              Program Director
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               PRAYING DAILY 

For healing and hope:  Jim Bolen, Bill 

& Pat Copley, Bob Fought, Della 

Humbarger, Denny Krumnow, Dean 

May, Nancy Mylander, Gary Overmyer, 

Stella Roberts, Sandy Schneider, 

Dorothy Swedersky, Janet Tressler, 

Carnetta Weber, Norma Willey. Dorothy Grau, Sid (Alabama), Terri 

Sattler, Diane Swartz. 

For the Family & Friends of:  Mary Ann Keck 

For our Military:  Troy Halfhill, Daniel Linder, Katie Olmstead, Tony 

Rozzi, Christopher Templeton, & Joshua Tooman. 

For our Bishops:  Bishop Rev. Amon Kinyunyu, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 

and NWOS Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and Staff 

For our partner congregation in Bumila, Tanzania 

And its pastor:  Pastor Peter Magasi 

 
FAITH ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK OF – May 9 to May 16 

 

Sunday        HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

May 9-----------------9 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion 

Monday        

May 10---------------8 a.m.  Conversation & Prayer @ Frisch’s 

 7 p.m. Christian Mission & Outreach Committee  

Tuesday        

May 11---------------7 p.m.  Christian Property Committee 

Wed.             

May 12-----------6:30 p.m.  Bell Choir 

 7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir 

Thurs.         

May 13---------------3 p.m.  ChristCare 

 7 p.m. Endowment Meeting 

Friday  May 14------------ 

Saturday     

May 15------------9:15 a.m. ChristCare 

Sunday          

May 16----------------9 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion 

 5 p.m. Catechism Class 

                     NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021: ATTENDANCE 89; OFFERING $5,568.00 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

May 9, 2021 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Eternal, Unconditional, and Unchanging 

To abide is to put down roots: to dwell in the same location and with the 

same people for the long term. Unlike in Jesus’ time, today few of us live 

in the same place in which we were born. Families are routinely scattered 

across the country and around the world. Yet Jesus invites us, “Abide in 

my love” (John 15:9). While so much else in our lives seems 

impermanent, Jesus’ love is eternal, unconditional, and unchanging. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus is on his way to the cross. Pressed for time and 

filled with urgency, he can convey only the most important message. Of 

all the subjects he has explored during his ministry, he chooses to 

emphasize that which matters most: his own love. Jesus knows that love is 

eternal, that it transcends death and the grave. He knows that love is 

essential, that it must be at the core of our being. He knows that love is the 

embodiment of all his teachings, healings, and ministry. 

Jesus knows that Judas has already betrayed him. He knows that shortly, 

Peter will deny him. In preaching love, he shows us that the sort of love he 

has for each of us is stronger than our own very human shortcomings—

and that his love for us, and for his disciples, is forever. As followers of 

Jesus, we are charged with loving one another with the unconditional, 

eternal love that he has for us. In a world of change, such a responsibility 

is challenging, yet living out that challenge is what gives our lives 

purpose. 

The secret to love is that it puts others first. Love is the only emotion that 

can defeat our instinctive self-centeredness. In charging us to love one 

another, Jesus issues an invitation to be awake and aware, to see others as 

beloved children of God, and to reflect divine love back onto everyone we 

encounter. In this way, Jesus lives in each of us. 

 


