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Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1187 C.R. 128 & U.S. Rt. 20                                Church: 419-332-6820 

Fremont, Ohio 43420                                      faithchurch@amplex.net     

Pastor Tim Miller                  93.1 FM                www.faithfremont.org 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany January 23, 2022  

*Denotes Congregation Stands 
 

Introduction 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at 

attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity 

of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the 

promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. 

Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 
 

(8:00) Prelude:                People Need the Lord Phill McHugh 

(10:30) Prelude:                     On This Day J. Drahman 

                According to Thy Gracious Word G. Martin 
 

Welcome & Announcements:  Joys and Concerns 

Signing of the Pew Register by all present. 
 

Invitation to Worship 

P:  When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back 

with their flocks, then the work of Christmas begins: 

C:  To find the lost 

To heal those broken in spirit 

To feed the hungry 

To release the oppressed 

To rebuild the nations 

To bring peace among all peoples 

To make a little music with our hearts. 
 

P:  And to radiate the Light of Christ every day, in every way, in all that 

we do and in all that we say. 

C:  Then the work of Christmas begins. 

P:  Rise up in splendor, your light has come.  The glory of the Lord shines 

upon you. 

C:  Let the work of Christmas begin, and let it begin with us.      

(Howard Thurman, author) 

http://www.faithfremont.org/
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P:  May the Lord be with us. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*(8:00) Gathering Song:                 Renew Me TBOB 189 

*(10:30) Gathering Song:   Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 ELW 886 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us, 

redeems us, 

and calls us by name. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we have sinned against you 

and your beloved children. 

We have turned our faces away from your glory 

when it did not appear as we expected. 

We have rejected your word 

when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality 

to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have done 

and the things we have left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 

in the glory of your Son born among us, 

and reflect your love for all creation. 

Amen. 
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P:  Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

You are descendants of the Most High, 

adopted into the household of Christ, 

and inheritors of eternal life. 

Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be 

written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 

comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold 

fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, 

reads the law of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, 

they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds 

them that “the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 

R:  A reading from Nehemiah, the eighth chapter. 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the 

Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 

Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest 

Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and 

all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the 

seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water 

Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and 

the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 

people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the 

book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the 

people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 

blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 



4 

 

 

Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 

worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from 

the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 

sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 

scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, 

“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For 

all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he 

said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 

portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is 

holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is 

your strength.” 

The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsive Reading Psalm 19 

 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

 3Although they have no words or language, 

  and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the 

        ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs 

        about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning 

        heat. 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 



5 

 

 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 

        dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a 

        great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

        acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to 

describe how intimately connected we are in the church. For this 

struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity 

that is a mark of the church today. 

 

R:  A reading from 1 Corinthians, the twelfth chapter. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If 

the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the 

ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 

that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body 

were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were 

hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God 

arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If 

all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there 

are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 

have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need 

of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we 

think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 

respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our 

more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged 

the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there 

may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 

same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together 

with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
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  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, 

third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 

assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all 

apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 

interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 

The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Gospel Luke 4:14-21 
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of 

Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, 

purpose, and mission. 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

P:  14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 
15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 

went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood 

up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 

unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he 

began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

*Sermon Hymn:             Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   ELW 311 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead.* 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

R:  The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are 

bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

R:  You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word 

through the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your 

liberating good news to all people. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

R:  All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate 

and beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, 

enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain species at 

risk of extinction. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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R:  You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are 

divided in our society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us 

into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. 

God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

R:  Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and 

justice for people living in poverty, people living with disability, those 

living with pain, or those living under oppression, especially those we 

name at this time (Pause for 10 seconds for people to be named). God 

of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

R:  Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries 

in this congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value 

each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of 

grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

R:  In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of 

salvation has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us 

together in your everlasting glory. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

R:  Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

(10:30) Sr. Choir:             The Only Son From Heaven L. Smith 

 

Offering 
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*Offering Prayer 

P:  Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

 

* Thanksgiving at the Table 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

     We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all  

things for our salvation. 
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P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death,  

his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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*Lord's Prayer 

P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

               on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come to God’s table. 

There is a place for you and enough for all. 

 

Distribution of Communion 
Communion will be continuous. The ushers will invite you to come forward by 

the center aisle. You will be handed the bread with the words, "The Body of 

Christ given for you." You may respond with "Amen" or "Thanks be to God!". 

Step to the Communion Assistant and take the cup. They will speak the words, 

"The Blood of Christ shed for you." You may respond with "Amen" or "Thanks be 

to God!".  
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Empty cups may be placed in the basket as you return to your seat by the side 

aisle.  

If you prefer gluten- free bread, please let the Pastor know. If you prefer grape 

juice, please let the Communion Assistant know. If you prefer not to receive or 

have children who have not yet received, please let Pastor Tim know and he will 

offer a blessing. 
 

Communion Hymns: 

(8:00) TBOB 65 Give Thanks 

(8:00) TBOB 33 Change My Heart, Oh God 

(10:30) ELW 483 Here Is Bread 

(10:30) ELW 843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 

*Post Communion Blessing 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

*Prayer After Communion 

P:  We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*Blessing 

P:  God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*(8:00) Sending Song:                Here I Am, Lord TBOB 86  

*(10:30) Sending Song:  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 
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*Dismissal 

P:  Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

(8:00) Postlude:                Here I Am, Lord Daniel Schutte 

(10:30) Postlude:       Hail to the Lord’s Anointed H. Balcombe  

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB149127. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Song #20285 Give Thanks, 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music). Song #1565 Change 
My Heart, Oh God, 1982 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music). Song #983717, Here Is 

Bread, Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 

(ASCAP). Song #3386431, Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness, Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, 

Carol Stream, IL 60188. Permission was gained thru CCLI License #1176607 for streaming and recording. 

Song Here I Am, Lord, Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 

97213. Permission was gained thru One License #A-739669 for streaming and recording. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 

 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP BECAUSE, echoing Nehemiah, “the joy of the 

Lord is [our] strength” (8:10). Welcome! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is scheduled for today, Sunday, January 23, 

2022. There will be a Potluck Meal following the 10:30 a.m. worship with 

the Annual Congregational Meeting beginning during the meal. Please 

plan to attend.  
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Bill Copley who 

entered the Church Triumphant on Thursday, January 13, 2022. 
 

2021 GIVING STATEMENTS AND 2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available 

in the narthex. If you have not picked yours up yet, please do so.   
 

CHURCH TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES AND THE F.L.C.W. PROGRAM 

BOOKLETS for 2022 are available in the narthex for you as well. 
 

NOTICE:  If you have a Church Directory dated December, 2021 – Please 

note that Cinda Jones address is incorrect.  It should be 27480 Simmons 

Rd., Apt. 220, Perrysburg, OH  43551 and not 27840. 
 

F.L.C.W. BAKE SALE – The women will hold a Bake Sale on Sunday, 

February 13th, after both services in the Fellowship Hall.  You are invited 

to bake a delectable goodie to bring and share. Donations will be accepted.  

So come on over and find a treat for your Sweetie for Valentine’s Day. 
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PRAYER SISTERS – HOW DOES IT WORK? – A prayer sister is someone 

who wishes to be matched up with another person for the 2022 year, to 

pray for, send cards to, wish a Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to, 

and simply get to know better.  Some of us even make lunch or dinner 

dates and include our significant others going out to eat or a movie for 

example. I have found it is nice to have someone to confide in for personal 

prayer requests and if we had more people participating, I might be able to 

create a new relationship with someone and gain a new friend. Does any 

of this sound interesting to YOU?  If so, please consider contacting Carol 

Trick (419-797-2483) or Ginger Walker (567-201-3469) in order to find a 

match for you!  We’d love to see some younger folks begin to participate. 

It really doesn’t take much of your time and is so very rewarding!  Thank 

you, Barb Kocsis. 
 

ASSISTING TODAY 

Pastor:  Rev. Tim Miller Organist:  Darla Brown 

Sr. Choir Director:  Darla Brown    Pianist:  Becky Fox 

Assisting (8:00):  Marilyn Ring, Flautist and Miranda Garlock 

                 8:00 a.m.                10:30 a.m. 

Greeters:  Den & Deb Fahle Ryla Smith  

Lector: Ryla Smith Ken Walker 

Acolyte: Mason Harder  

Communion:  Carol Trick /Deb Fahle Randy Koch/Barb Kocsis   

Counters:  Cheryl Durnwald* & Randy Koch 

Fellowship Time Host:  Niki Wasserman 

Altar Guild:  Brenda Tooman & Kim Smith  
 

ASSISTING NEXT WEEK 

Pastor:  Rev. Tim Miller Organist:  Darla Brown 

Sr. Choir Director:  Darla Brown     

                 9:00 a.m.                  

Greeters:  Bill & Becky Fox   

Lector: Mason Harder  

Acolyte: Andrew Tooman  

Communion:  Carol Trick /Becky Fox    

Counters:  Niki Wasserman* & Ken Walker 

Fellowship Time Host:   

Altar Guild:  Brenda Tooman & Kim Smith 
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                                                                                 PRAYING DAILY 
For healing and hope:  Pat Copley, Connie Diekman, 

Mary Ann Diekman, Bob Fought, Della Humbarger, 

Denny Krumnow, Nancy Mylander, Dorothy 

Swedersky, Janet Tressler, Carnetta Weber, Norma 

Willey. Rob & Andrea Burkett, Rick Grine, Kim 

Inkrott, Deron Leutenegger, Brandon Lowe, Charlotte Magaña, Pastor Rob 

Rakay, Jonathan Skarie, Amy & Dave Tucker. 

For the Family of:  David Weirich, Mike Fletcher, Cliff Harris, Terri Sattler, 

Eugene Avers, Ron Klotz, Dick Olmstead, Pastor Bob Young, Bill Copley. 

For our Military:  Troy Halfhill, Daniel Linder, Katie Olmstead, Tony Rozzi, 

Christopher Templeton, & Joshua Tooman. 

For our Bishops:  Bishop Rev. Amon Kinyunyu, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and 

NWOS Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and Staff 

For our partner congregation in Bumila, Tanzania 

And its pastor:  Pastor Peter Magasi 

 

FAITH ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK OF – Jan. 23 to Jan. 30 

Sunday       ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING/POTLUCK   

Jan. 23-------8 & 10:30 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion 

 9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Monday       

Jan. 24-----------------8 a.m.    Conversation & Prayer @ Frisch’s 

 7:30 p.m. Dartball –Home vs. Zion 

Tues. 

Jan. 25-----------------7 p.m. Esther Circle 

Wed.             

Jan. 26-------------6:30 p.m. Bell Choir 

 7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir 

 7:30 p.m. Praise Choir 

Thurs.          

Jan. 27-----------------3 p.m. Christ Care 

Sunday        

Jan. 30-----------------9 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion 

                   VISION TEAM GATHERING AND MEAL 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2022: ATTENDANCE 103; OFFERING $2,454.00 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

January 23, 2022 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

A New Kind of Justice 

All sorts of social cues tell us that “justice” requires vengeance, 

punishment, pain for pain, or even death, in the case of violent crime. This 

is what we call “retributive justice.” In our reading today Jesus claims 

fulfillment of God’s promise as proclaimed by Isaiah; Jesus has come “to 

bring good news to the poor” and “to proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). 

This is not a kind of justice that promises peace at the expense of others. 

Rather, the justice to which Jesus alludes is restorative. 

Our culture encourages a retributive mindset. We want offenders to suffer, 

thinking that it will deter them and others from such actions. It seldom 

does. The thinking is that retributive violence is required in response to 

wrongdoing. But this dynamic only reinforces the spiral of violence. 

Restorative justice, in contrast, is the turning around offered by Jesus 

when he states that Isaiah’s prophecy has been fulfilled. 

Restorative justice is the foundation of salvation. By his coming into the 

world, Jesus brings with him the salvation that will proclaim liberty to all 

of us who are captive to something, whether we deserve that liberty in the 

eyes of society or not. Restorative justice reminds us that love is not about 

deserving, and that God’s will for you and for me is to be so filled with 

God’s grace that we are once again made complete, made whole, and 

restored. Jesus is sending a signal that his coming into the world is an 

invitation to look at everything we think we know from a different 

perspective. Everything that Jesus says has been fulfilled is something that 

restores righteousness to the universe and heals and builds relationship. 

 
 

 
 


