Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church

1187 C.R. 128 & U.S. Rt. 20 Church: 419-332-6820

Fremont, Ohio 43420 faithchurch@amplex.net

Pastor Tim Miller www.faithfremont.org
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 6, 2026

Setting 3 with Holy Communion
*Congregation please stand as you are able.

Introduction

Conlflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts
of peace and reconciliation.

Prelude: Credo Josef Haydn

Welcome & Announcements: Joys and Concerns
Signing of the Pew Register by all present.

*Qpening Hymn: Earth and All Stars! ELW 731

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



*Confession and Forgiveness

P:

C:

P:

0709

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

. we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through +F Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.



*Canticle of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

C: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove
far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey
God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—
gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

R: A reading from Ezekiel, the 33" chapter.

"So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them
warning from me. ® If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will
require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

“Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” * Say to them: As I live, says
the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that
the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from
your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



Responsive Reading: Psalm 119:33-40

*3Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

** Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;

I shall keep it with all my heart.

%> Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

> Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

*"Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

S Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

% Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

“Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart
and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus
Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

R: A reading from Romans, the 13" chapter.
® Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this
word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” *° Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
‘! Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; ** the night is far gone; the day is near. Let
us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;
*let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
' Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.
The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the
church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one
member has sinned against another.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18™ chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: [Jesus said to the disciples:] ° “If your brother or sister sins against
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you
are listened to, you have regained that one. *° But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
gentile and a tax collector. ** Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. ** Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in

heaven. *° For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there
among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

*Sermon Hymn: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW 603




*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

R:

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

R:

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in
unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the
needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of
transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation
away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all,
especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



R: Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore
broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we
carry with us, especially those we name at this time (Pause for 10
seconds for people to be named). Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

R: Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good
news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

R: Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you
thanks for the nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before
us. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

R: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

*QOffertory: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Qffering Prayer
P: God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and
in love to our neighbors, today and always.
C: Amen.




*The Great Thanksgiving
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. The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

- We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection

opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C: Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*Invitation to Communion
P: Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Lamb of God
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Distribution of Communion

Communion will be continuous. The ushers will invite you to come forward by
the center aisle. You will be handed the bread with the words, "The Body of
Christ given for you." You may respond with "Amen" or "Thanks be to God!".
Step to the Communion Assistant and take the cup. They will speak the words,
"The Blood of Christ shed for you." You may respond with "Amen" or "Thanks be
to God!" Empty cups may be placed in the basket as you return to your seat by
the side aisle.

If you prefer gluten- free bread, please let the Pastor know. If you prefer grape
juice, please let the Communion Assistant know. If you prefer not to receive or
have children who have not yet received, please let the Pastor know and he will
offer a blessing.

Communion Hymns:

ELW 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
ELW 838 Beautiful Savior

ELW 825 You Servants of God
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*Post Communion Blessing

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

*Prayer After Communion

P: Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
Following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*Blessing

P: The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.
P: The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

*Closing Hymn:  Some Glad Morning (1’ll Fly Away) See Insert

*Dismissal
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.

*Postlude: To God on High Felix Mendelssohn
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WELCOME, FRIENDS! ON THIS MARVELOUS SUNDAY, let us open our
spirits to the loving presence of God that we may be spiritually fed and
renewed by his grace. O Lord, may my heart not be hardened, my ears not
deaf, my mind not wandering as | strive to worship you in spirit and in
truth. Amen.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 5 CANDIDATES FOR CHURCH COUNCIL: Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Deacon, and Elder. We are also looking
for 2 people for Endowment. If anyone is interested, please let Pastor Tim
or one of the council members know.

JOY STORY — “You've got a friend in Him” is our theme for Rally Day,
Sept. 13t™, this year. Breakfast and activities will take
place in the fellowship hall at 9:00. Each Sunday
leading up to Rally Day children will see our Toy Story
friends stopping by to join us in worship. Also, Blessing
of the Backpacks will take place. Students, teachers,
aides, cooks, bus drivers, administrators bring your backpacks, brief cases,
bookbags to the altar, then come forward for a special back-to-school
blessing to let them know that we love and support them and God loves
them to Eternity and Beyond

GROWING IN FAITH (FORMERLY DIAKONIA) is a ministry of theological
education and faith formation designed for lay leaders and lifelong
learners who want to deepen their understanding of Scripture, Lutheran
theology, and Christian discipleship. Offered in partnership by the
Northwestern Ohio Synod and Northeastern Ohio Synod, the 2026-
2027 course offerings provide flexible opportunities to grow in faith
alongside others from across Ohio. Learn more about upcoming classes
and registration at Growinginfaithohio.org! See flyer on the bulletin
board in the coat room area.
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Won’t you join us on Tuesday, September 8", at 7:00 p.m.
for our fall program?

The women’s board will have a brief business meeting at
6:30 p.m. followed by refreshments and entertainment.
Wear or bring your favorite shoes that have a story to tell.
Don’t have cold feet. If I were in your shoes,

I would hot foot it on over and join us!

UPDATE ON THE FAITH FILLED TRAVELERS
2026 TRIPS

Joshua & More (Sight and Sound) — Oct. 12-15, 2026 — Can still add
more. Please send your deposit ASAP.
Sincerely, Yvonne Vogel 419-307-1774.

PLEASE JOIN US IN CELEBRATING STAN’S 75™ BIRTHDAY — In addition
we are celebrating each of you, with
gratitude and appreciation, for the
continuous prayers, love and
overwhelming support we have received
* over the past three years of this

incredible journey!
When: Sunday, September 27" (Stan’s actual Birthday)
Time: 2:00 — 6:00 p.m. Open House —

Come when you can/Leave when you must.

Where: Fremont Country Club, 2340 E. State Street, Fremont, Ohio.
There will be Food, Soda, Coffee, Iced Tea and Lemonade provided.
Cash bar available — (Credit Cards used will be charged a fee).
PLEASE, NO GIFTS!!I Thank you, Jadlynne & Stan Moyer

A GOsPEL TRIBUTE WITH WALT SANDERS Will be held at Lindsey Trinity
Church, 231 S. Maple Street, Lindsey, Ohio on Sunday, September 13", at
6:00 p.m. Experience an uplifting evening of faith, inspiration, and

timeless gospel music as Walt Sanders presents his heartfelt Gospel show.
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SOUPER SOUP COOKOFF AND SILENT

AUCTION:

WHEN: Saturday, September 26, 2026 at 5 pm

WHERE: Faith Fellowship Hall

COST:  $10.00 for adults and

$5.00 for kids 10 and under
Tickets sold at door only that
evening.

UP TO 12 ENTRANTS: Sign-up between July 19" and September 6.

We request that you be present to win.

RESTRICTIONS: MUST NOT USE PEPPERS in Soup — Except

Ground Black Pepper — due to some who are allergic to them.

SOUP HERE BY: 4:00 P.M. in a crock pot with no names or

identifying marks on it.

SERVING: Women’s Board Members will serve Soup in

Styrofoam bowls with entrant’s number on it.

TO ATTEND, EAT AND VOTE: Sign up by Sunday, September 20" —
not required — simply to give us an
idea of how many to expect.

YOU MAY BRING FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS

VOTING: Each person attending will be given 1 ticket to write

their number one choice on and drop into a box.

Only one ticket will be issued per person.
PROVIDED: Hot Dogs, Buns, Condiments, Crackers, Tableservice

Drinks: Lemonade, Iced Tea (Sweetened &
Unsweetened), Hawaiian Punch, Water, Ice

PROCEEDS: To Matthew Young — For Medical Expenses.
WANTED: Salads and Desserts to add to meal.

Sign-up sheet will be out closer to the time.
PRIZE: $50.00 Visa Gift Card, Framed Certificate and

Apron to sign to be displayed at the church AND
“All year bragging rights”
SILENT AUCTION: Wanted — Groups or members to help donate

= Baskets/Items, Craft items, or Services you could provide
. AiLENT
ACTIN

someone to be included in auction.
Sign up between July 19" — Sept. 20™
BE CREATIVE AND
HAVE FUN WITH IT!

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
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BEGIN A NEW SEASON OF SPIRITUAL WORSHIP AND MUSICAL
FELLOWSHIP!

Faith’s Senior Choir, directed by Darla Brown, will
begin rehearsals on Thursday, September 10th and
17th. Afterwards, rehearsals will move to Wednesdays
101N (9/23). Rehearsals run from 7:30-8:30 p.m. in the
CH D I R Choir room past the central coat area. Faith’s Senior
Choir leads in the hymn singing and provides an anthem
for each 10:30 a.m. Sunday worship service, starting September 13th
through May. This choir may also lead the hymns during the midweek
Lenten services.

Faith’s Handbell Choir encourages all persons to join

f 4 and praise our God and Savior with the beautiful
Qf{ £ sounds of handbells. Prior musical experience is
( \/‘/Mw helpful but not necessary to share your interest in
((Q’fym instrumental music with this fun and friendly group.

N Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September
i 23rd, in the Fellowship Hall and will run from 6:30-

7:20 p.m. This choir usually performs one anthem each month from
October through May. You may contact Darla at 419.680.6717 for more

information concerning the Senior and Handbell choirs.

SING R by Faith’s Praise Choir, directed by Becky
SONGS I:)RAIS . Fox, will also rehearse on Wednesdays,
OF . from 7:30-8:00 p.m., and will meet in
the Sunday School Gathering room.
This joyful group of singers presents a contemporary anthem periodically
for the 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service, starting in September and

running through May. New singers are always welcome to join! You may
contact Becky at 419.618.6948 for more information.

We hope to see you soon!

“...as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves,
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to
God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:19-20 (NRSV)
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USHERS NEEDED ON SUNDAY MORNINGS —

I would like to appeal to those of you interested in
being ushers to please sign up on the clipboards in
the coat room area. Thank you very much! Mike
Fought, Deacon.

PRAYING DAILY
20 For healing and hope: Joan Bolen,

Zease be Mary Ann Diekman, Millie Fetterman,

Della Humbarger, Denny & Sue

aylng.ﬁjr"_ Krumnow, Laurie Krynock, Bill
Leutenegger, Dean May, Stan Moyer,

Nancy Mylander, Betty Nielsen, Gary

Overmyer, Sharon Pena, Sandie Reed, Ken & Gloria Root, Bob Schneider,

Jackie Seibert, Janet Tressler, Minnie Weber, Jerie Young, Cindy Zorn.

Jackie Mowry, Eric Paul, Jason Scherer, Leha Young.

For the Family of: Letty Rusch, Linda Woessner

For our Military: Robbie Collins, Noah Egbert, Jade Kayser, Daniel

Linder, Tony Rozzi, Christopher Templeton, & Joshua Tooman.

For our Bishops: Bishop Christian Ndossa, Bishop Yehiel Curry, and

NWOS Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and Staff

For our partner congregation in Bumila, Tanzania

And its pastor: Pastor Peter Magasi
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ASSISTING TODAY
Pastor: Rev. Tim Miller Organist: Parm Boyer
9:00 a.m.
Greeter: Yvonne Vogel
Lector: Annie Gazdecki
Acolyte:
Communion: Annie Gazdecki & Becky Dymond
Counters: Ann Waggoner* & Randy Koch
Fellowship Time Host:
Altar Guild: Marg Schwartz, Laurie Krynock & Ann Waggoner
Ushers: Jim Smith

ASSISTING NEXT WEEK

Pastor: Rev. Tim Miller Organist: Parm Boyer

Sr. Choir Director: Darla Brown Choir Accompanist: Amy Wagner
8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Greeter: Ann Waggoner Marg Schwartz

Lector: Brielle Weiker  Shelby Thornhill

Acolyte: Braelyn Weiker  Jackson Fought

Communion: A. Miller / K. Paeth  R. Brown / Mike Fought
Counters: Marie Reiselt* & Randy Brown

Fellowship Time Host:

Altar Guild: Marg Schwartz, Laurie Krynock & Ann Waggoner
Ushers: (8:00) J. Smith
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FAITH ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK OF — Sept. 6 — Sept. 13

Sunday
Sept. 6----------------- 9a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

10 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship Time

Sept. 7-----m-mmmmmmmmm LABOR DAY — OFFICE CLOSED

T O —— OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday
Sept. 9

Thursday
Sept. 10----------------- 3 p.m. Christ Care

7:30 p.m.  Sr. Choir

T T e —— OFFICE OPEN

Sept. 12------------- 9:15a.m.  Christ Care
11:00 a.m.  Letty Rusch Memorial Service

Sunday RALLY DAY
Sept. 13------ 8 & 10:30 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship Time

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026: ATTENDANCE: 90 — OFFERING: $2,134.67
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

September 6, 2026
15" Sunday after Pentecost

Community Is Complicated

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call
ourselves the church likely know this all too well. Perhaps you’ve
witnessed church council meetings gone awry, frustrating conversations
about the budget, or intense disagreements over worship styles. Maybe
your faith community has had to navigate conflicting visions for mission
and outreach, welcome and hospitality, or diversity and justice. Maybe the
generational or political divides in your community feel like rifts too big
to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle with difficult questions
about faith and life, but at times, even with the best of intentions, we leave
one another feeling hurt, overlooked, or misunderstood.

Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what it was
like to be betrayed by the ones he loved. He shared meals with people of
different backgrounds, people whose identities at times put them at odds
with one another. Even his disciples never quite seemed to be on the same
page! Yet Jesus knew that despite the complexity of these situations, faith
IS best practiced in community. Accompanying one another, sharing one
another’s burdens, encouraging one another, forgiving one another, and
holding each other accountable are vital to the Christian life.

Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly.
Disagreements are not to be just swept under the rug, ignored until the
next issue emerges. We are instead called to embrace truth-telling,
courage, accountability, and compassion in our dealings with one another.
The work of conflict resolution is not easy or glamorous. In fact, it can be
awkward and downright painful. But it is holy work. And by God’s grace,
it can be an invitation to build a community that more truly reflects God’s
love poured out for the whole world.
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